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from theologian, and country from country, I have a
definite judgment of my own; I can say so without
offence to any one, for the very reason that from the
nature of the case it is impossible to agree with all of
them. I prefer English habits of belief and devotion to
foreign, from the same causes, and by the same right,
which justifies foreigners in preferring their own. In
following those of my people, I show less singularity,
and create less disturbance than if I made a flourish
with what is novel and exotic. And in this line of con-
duct I am but availing myself of the teaching which I
fell in with on becoming a Catholic ; and it is a pleasure
to me to think that what I hold now, and would transmit
after me if I could, is only what I received then.

He observes that when he first joined the Roman
Catholic Church the utmost delicacy was observed in
giving him advice; and the only warning which he
can recollect was from the Vicar-General of the
London district, who cautioned him against books of
devotion of the Italian school, which were then just
coming into England, and recommended him to get,
as safe guides, the works of Bishop Hay. Bishop
Hay's name is thus, probably for the first time, in-
troduced to the general English public. It is difficult
to forbear a smile at the great Oxford teacher, the
master of religious thought and feeling to thousands,
being gravely set to learn his lesson of a more perfect
devotion, how to meditate and how to pray, from
"the works of Bishop Hay"; it is hardly more easy
to forbear a smile at his recording it. But Bishop